Taking over capitalism in Argentina 


When Argentina’s 
economy collapsed in 
2001, factories were 
closed and people 
faced widespread 
unemployment. Not 
much improvement 
since then, but in 
this extract from 
Maria Trigona’s ZNet 
report, some workers 
there have solutions: 

“On 14 September 
2004 a delegation of workers from some of 
Argentina’s 200 re-occupied factories 
marched in Buenos Aires. They demanded 
that the government permanently legalize 
the expropriation of factories and other 
bankrupt enterprises which were abandoned 
by owners and run under direct workers’ 
control after the collapse of the country’s 
economy in December 2001. 

“A delegation of 170 activists - 100 workers 
from Zanon ceramics factory and 70 from 
social movements supporting the factory - 
arrived in the morning in Buenos Aires to 
march to a local court and national congress 
in defence of a possible government eviction 
of Zanon and other enterprises producing 
under worker control. 

“After the crisis of December 19 and 20, 
2001, the Argentine government gave many 
workers occupying businesses temporary 
permits to function inside offices and facto¬ 
ries. However, these agreements had a two- 
year limit. Some of the permits are set to 
expire before the end of 2004. 

“The workers of Zanon have self-organized/ 
managed the factory, gradually increasing 
production without any government subsi¬ 
dies. They have hired over 170 new work¬ 
ers. They have defended the factories 
against five eviction orders along with 
support from unemployed workers organiza¬ 
tions and othersocial movements. 

“On August 20 a delegation of Zanon work¬ 
ers and participants in the Unemployed 
Workers Movement travelled to Buenos Aires 


to organize a national 
campaign to defend the 
factory. Some 400 
people representing 
other worker-controlled 
factories and businesses, 
unemployed workers 
organizations, combat¬ 
ive labor unions and 
human rights organiza¬ 
tions participated in 
the meeting held at 
Hotel Bauen’s audito¬ 
rium (ahotel self-managed/organized by its 
workers). 

“Argentina’s occupied factory movement 
has developed the most advanced strategies 
in defence of the working class and resistance 
against capitalism. These experiences of 
worker self-management have directly 
challenged capitalism’s structures: private 
property, expropriation of workers skills and 
knowledge of machinery, and business 
organization only for profits. 

“A worker from the state union, CTA, 
expressed the importance of experiences of 
workers collectively organizing to defend 
their jobs: ‘This is the form we’ve taken to 
defend our jobs, which without a doubt 
workers throughout the world see as an 
example to copy.’” 

It doesn’t seem to have reached the New 
Zealand CTU yet, but you can hope. 

Jim Delahunty 
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Marching for a Multi-Cultural Aotearoa 
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On Saturday 23 October 
approximately 2000 people 
took part in a protest march 
from Te Papa to parliament. 
The march 
was collec¬ 
tively organ¬ 
ised by Multi¬ 
cultural 
Aotearoa 
(MCA), a 
group formed 
in Wellington 
to organise 
and display 
community opposition to the 
National Front’s (NF) pro¬ 
posed anti-Asian protest at 
parliament. Stopping the NF 
was one of the three principles 
agreed upon at an inaugural 
MCA public meeting in Au¬ 
gust. The other two principles 
were to oppose humiliating 
immigration policies and to 
put a stop to Maori-bashing. 
The NF backed down from 
their publicly unpopular anti- 
Asian march and decided to go 
to the Beehive to say how 
much they liked the NZ flag 
instead. They assembled at the 
Cenotaph and were confronted 


by a group of 30 black-clad anti¬ 
fascists and 15 people calling 
themselves the Anarcho-Farie 
Collective, an intimidating rabble in 
fluoro and fairy 
wings who danced 
around the 25 NF 
members and 
sprinkled them 
with glitter. 

Later the MCA 
march left Te Papa 
and gathered 
momentum as it 
proceededto 
parliament accompanied by music, 
dancing and chants calling for the 
end of the racist state and the 
release of Ahmed Zaoui. 

News reports stated that metal 
barriers had been erected in parlia¬ 
ment ground to separate the two 
groups, but the NF had scarpered 
by the time the large MCA demo 
arrived. They retreated to the 
railway station, were surrounded 
by anti-fascist demonstrators, and 
had to be escorted to their cars by 
police. Some minor violence oc¬ 
curred and two demonstrators and 
one NF member were arrested. 

Aotearoa Indymedia 
(for more see AIMC web site) 


Coming Activities: 

Fri. 29 Oct. Aotearoa Independence Day gig & cd release with Upper 
Hutt Posse and DJ Resist at Bodega, Ghuznee Street, $15 
Sat. 13 Nov. 7pm Aceh support dinner, St Johns Hall, Dixon St 
Wed. 24 Nov. 8pm Windymedia film night, Newtown Community 
Centre, Colombo Street, $5 ‘The Globalisation tapes’ & short films 
















Indymedia raid 


During a raid on 7 October hard drives were 
taken which held the websites for many 
European Indymedia groups, audio feeds for 
net radio stations as well as several other 
groups. Some of the 20 Indymedia sites 
knocked out by the raid were restored from 
back-up copies soon after the originals were 
taken. Others, such as Antwerp, Belgrade, 
Liege and Lille, took longer to restore. 

Indymedia said it had verified that hard 
drives returned on 13 October were the ones 
actually taken in the raid. With the help of 
the cyber-liberties group the Electronic 
Frontier Foundation (EFF), it is making sure 
the returned data is secure and has taken its 
own copy of it in case of future legal action. 

‘EFF is deeply concerned about the grave 
implications of this seizure for free speech 
and privacy,’ said Kurt Opsahl, staff attor¬ 
ney for the EFF. ‘We are exploring all av¬ 
enues to hold the government accountable 
for this improper and unconstitutional 
silencing of independent media,’ he said. 

The raid was also condemned by the Inter¬ 
national Federation of Journalists which 
called it an: ‘unacceptable and intrusive 
international police action’. 

The drives were seized from the London 
offices of a San Antonio-based company called 
Rackspace that hosts the Indymedia web 
sites. Rackspace said the legal justification for 
the raid included a gagging order that 
prevented it revealing details. 

The servers were apparently seized under 
the Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty which is 
typically used by nations co-operating to in¬ 
vestigate cross-border crimes such as terror¬ 
ism, kidnapping and money laundering. 

Indymedia said evidence was emerging that 
four different countries, the US, UK, Italy 
and Switzerland, were behind the server 
seizure. Italian authorities were reportedly 
investigating the Italian Indymedia group 
for “supporting terrorism”. Swiss authorities 
said the raid could help its investigation of 
Indymedia coverage of 2003’s G8 Summit in 
Evian, France. Indymedia UK 



The 20th annual global Anti-McDonald’s 
Day was celebrated on Saturday 16 October 
with rolling protests in Wellington and 
Christchurch. Christchurch activists dem¬ 
onstrated at six different McDonalds’ stores. 
Protesters entered the buildings distributing 
leaflets and chanting slogans like ‘McDonalds 
munchers: spew up your lunches!’. At one 
McDonalds outlet management resorted to 
free giveaways in an attempt to entice 
customers into their empty store. 

McDonalds stores were also visited in Well¬ 
ington. Protestors concerned with animal 
cruelty, environmental devastation and 
workers rights made loud appearances both 
inside and outside the Manners Mall store. 

In Dunedin there have been ongoing pickets 
and campaigns against McDonalds’ employ¬ 
ment record. Protesters maintain three teen¬ 
age workers were forced into resigning after 
becoming pregnant, and another was 
illegally strip searched. AotearoalMC 




New WCC and the bypass 


The much-delayed results of the WCC elec¬ 
tions were announced on Wednesday 20 
October. Heartbeat achieved its goals in all 
wards except Lambton, where the central 
city now has two conservative councillors out 
of three! This result was due primarily to the 
lower than expected vote for David Zwartz. 

What does this mean for the bypass? The 
council is tied 7-7 and Prenderghast’s may- 
oral vote tips it over to 8-7 in favour. That’s 
the bad news. Hopefully though, on other Te 
Aro, heritage, transport and community 
issues the council nowhas a progressive 
majority. This council is much less biased in 
favour of developers and much more likely to 
listen to the people. As far as the bypass is 
concerned, it’s all down to direct action now. 

Heartbeat has bills of about $2000 to pay for 
posters, postcards, and other ads. Whatever 
you can offer will help make a difference - 
please post donations to Heartbeat Welling¬ 
ton, P O Box 11-708, Manners St or make 
a direct payment to the Heartbeat Welling¬ 
ton Kiwibank a/c no. 38-9002-0780080-00. 

Heartbeat Wellington 


KFC returns to GE 


With the sun beaming down on Auckland on 
Sunday 17 October, it seemed a great time to 
enlighten the good people of Balmoral as to a 
secret ingredient our good friends Kentucky 
Fried are putting in their food again. Stickers 
and chalk grafitti magically appeared around 
the building and drive-through service. The 
KFC regional manager came down to join the 
protest. With a great deal of support coming 
from passers-by tooting their car horns, the 
mood of the day was high. Banging on pots 
and drums and presenting KFC with an 
extremely noisy afternoon was all part of 
letting them know that their plans to go back 
to using Ingham’s chickens is not what the 
people of Aotearoa want. KFC’s move away 
from the GE-free soy feed is nonsense and we 
won’t stand for it. Due to public pressure 
Tegel Chickens committed to using GE-free 
feed. Auckland GenetiX Action 

www.stop-inghams-ge.org 


Peace activists assembled outside Te Papa on 
16 October to protest against the ‘New 
Zealand Defence Industry’ weapons confer¬ 
ence and ask Te Papa management to cancel 
the conference, which is held annually at Te 
Papa. Visitors to the museum signed a ban¬ 
ner (No arms race at Our Place) to showtheir 
disgust and opposition to the conference. 

The 50 protesters enjoyed listening to the 
Brass Razoo Solidarity Band. Leaflets listing 
participating companies in the global weap¬ 
ons industry were handed out and messages 
were written on the pavement with chalk. 

Te Papa security decided to move the 
protesters because they were supposedly 
blocking the fire exits. Two police officers 
showed up and gave the resisting protesters a 
few minutes to decide what to do. Many said 
they would rather take a trespass notice than 
move to the side. However, Te Papa security 
personnel didn’t seem keen on trespassing 
anyone from the property. Instead the two 
police officers, with assistance from several 
security guards, startedpushing the activ¬ 
ists back. The protesters resisted and pointed 
out that security guards are not allowed to 
touch them. After a bit of pushing the police 
officers left the scene and the protesters 
resumed their place next to the main doors. 

Two more demonstrations were held during 
the conference, on 19 and 20 October. 

Peace Action Wellington 
www.paw.randomstatic.net 















